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How did you find out about 9/11?
Where were you when you heard about your 

graduate school acceptance/job offer/tenure? 
If you can answer these questions, you may have a 

flashbulb memory. 

LITERATURE SEARCH RESULTS

There are age-related declines in 
flashbulb memories. 
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Want to learn more? 
Download our poster using this QR code, 
or email krmulthaup@davidson.edu

k Hedges’ g
Lower 
Bound

Upper 
Bound p value Q(df)

Total (all studies) 17 -0.32*** -0.47 -0.18 < .001 32.71(16)**

Total (outliers excluded) 14 -0.29** -0.46 -0.11 .001 29.77(13)**

Total (trim-and-fill correction) -0.41*** -0.59 -0.23 < .001 53.46

• There are age-related declines in flashbulb memories. 
• Despite significant heterogeneity in effect sizes, 

characteristics of studies (definition of FBM, retention 
and delay intervals) and participants (mean age for older 
and younger adults) were not significant moderators. 

• Older adults were less likely than young adults to 
remember the ongoing activity at the time of the 
reception event. There were no differences between age 
groups in memory for source, location, others present, or 
time of the reception event. 

• Older adults reported greater investment in the flashbulb 
event than young adults did. There were no age 
differences in ratings of surprise, importance, 
emotionality, or overt rehearsal.

Summary

Thanks to the Davidson 
Research Initiative for the 
funds to begin this project, 
and to Serena Hu for coding 
assistance.
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